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with a cross-stitched fret. The flower is from the “tabachin” (jacaranda), 
a tree with blossoms so bright that the French rightly call it “flamboyant” 
— forged in the sun’s fire. A wide lace ruffle edges the skirt which stops 
just above the ankle. One arm holds a sand-colored clay jug whose only 
trim is a single white circular line. The other arm rests on some ochre- 
toned rocks. Her indigo-blue shawl crosses to form an X over her breast. 
She wears earrings and a gold-filigree necklace, with a cross. The flowers 
of her “huipil” are repeated on her shoes. 


All about is the arid and sun-dried soil of Yucatan, the deserted, 
lime-whitened landscape. In the distance is a pyramid, symbol of ancient 
rites and sacrifices. At its foot grows a row of maguey plants. 


Another tree blooms in the dryness of the desert. Valdiosera painted 
it there, undoubtedly from a sense of gratitude. It is called the “ox” by 
the Yucatecans and is famous for offering cool shade and for attracting 
rain. Its foliage extends out like a parasol and reminds one of the pines 
in the Roman landscape. The “ox” serves, too, as feed which is why the 
Spaniards gave it the name of “Ramon”. That is what the shepherds of 
Castille called the brushwood they gave as pasture to their cattle when 
droughts dried the land or snow covered the field. 
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